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' DEDICATION 


complain d of poetical Dx-ſcl 
'DICATIONS, that an au- Ale. 
thor, who has any regardith 
for his patron's character, las 
or his own, muſt torbear to 01 
praiſe, leaſt the virtues off. 
the one, and the honeſty of ke 
the other, ſhould be call the 
in qneſtion; for which rea- pn 
ſon, my Lon p, I muſt com fe. 
mit a violence onmy own inna 
| clinations 


DEDICATION. 
ſelinations, and admire, in ſi- 
lence only, what deſerves 
the moſt publick applauſe, 1 
ls being calculated entirely 1 
or the publick good. 
{ Bur, tho Lam deny d 1 
he ſatisfaction of doing all || 
l the Juſtice in my power to | 
Ine of the molt. amiable 1 1 
{Ftaracters.in. life, 1 hope 1 
hay be allow 'd, at leaſt, to 
"HRT, 3-2 ac- 


DE DTCATITION 
acknowledge my ſincereſt 
gratitude for the honour 
your LoxDsHiyP has done 
me, by receiving this poem | 
into your protection, with 
ſuch uncommon goodneſs | 


and condeſcention. 1 am, 1 
W ith the utmoſt Z cal and Reſpe, 11 
- My LORD, | e 
mu Lordſpip's moſt Oblig'd, 
| © * Humble Servant, 
. "James Ralph. 
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2254048 IN CE poetry, in all the polite 


V ages of the world, has employ d 
8 — of the moſt diſtinguiſh d per-H 
1 4: ſons, and will always be the en- 
N tertainment of the more elegant 
* of er I am perſuaded that the am- 
ition of excelling in fo noble an art, and of 
deing mention'd with ſuch celebrated names, 
ill never be condemn'd by any who are quis | 1 
F uhed to diſcover and admire it's beauties, or | |} 
we generofity, and good nature enough to en- | 
Fourage thoſe who e nene to oblige the world 
n that agreeable way: | wherefore ſhould an | || 
a in any — ſo glorious a diſtine- | | 
A 4 tem. 
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tion, an apology will be unneceſſary to' theſe, 
and the opinion of the reſt is of ſo little con- 


| ſequence as to deſerve none. 


PoeTRy is at once intended for our delight, 
and inſtruction; but a vicious fancy of amuſing 


the world with trifles, in lieu of ſuch ſubjects as 


are in themſelves truly noble and ſublime, has 
of late been too much indulg'd ; for which rea- 


' whoſe 


ſon, I hope, twill be equall needleſs, to make 


any excuſe for my choice of ſo grave a ſubject, 
or uſe any perſuaſives to influence it's ſucceſs ; 
eſpecially if the dreſs it appears in ſhould prove 
any way becoming it's dignity, and tis confi- 
der'd with what applauſe Mr. Thompſon's. admi- 
rable poems were generally receiv' d by the fa- 


vourers of learning and good ſenſe; an unde- 


niable argument that if the muſe is really the 


inſpirer, the world, even to a ſerious author, 


will not be wholly ungrateful * od | 


I xnow there is a kind of mungril Criticks, nth 

greateſt pleaſure is in triumphing over the Narr 

frailties incident to all mankind : but as I flatter 

my ſelf their number is inconſiderable, compar d 
4 4 tq 
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to the more candid readers, I ſhall addreſs my 
ſelf intirely to the laſt, who will charitably make 
an allowance for my faults, and rejoyce if they 
ſhould be able to diſcover a beauty; while the 
others with a malignant joy will torture every 
line in ſearch of errors, and rack a dubious ſen- 
tence to favour their own perverſe inclinations ? 
nevertheleſs, whoever will venture to publiſh his 
labours muſt be content with whatever treat- 
ment they receive; ſince every reader has an in- 

aäſputable ri ght to ſpeak his ſentiments on either 

Ide, and tis to be ſuppos d the writer who has 

the moſt merit may, however, rr on the 
moſt generous uſage. 


Wu I (hall further add concerning the fol- 
Jowing poem, will be no more than refers to the 
verſe, in compariſon with Milton s, and the more 
ommon method of writing i in 7hime. 


I '() | 1. 


ms Hilal author was the firſt who, 
pi in the Engliſh: tongue, employ'd Blank verſe in 
e Prative poems, and, notwithſtanding his ſuc- 
els was ſo prodigiouſly great, there have been 
put wy: ber ve have dared to follow his track. 
M R. 
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M. R. I Phillips was the next, and in a fran he 
but little inferiour, tho' the ſubject of his Cider, N an 
was infinite degrees ſhort of the Fall of Man. ¶ fur 


Mx. Watts has likewiſe, in the Dacian Batte I e 
and ſeveral ſmaller pieces, perform'd extreamh I grc 
well, and in every line deſerves the character off n 
an artiſt. Beſide theſe, and Mr. Thompſon, IN, 
know no more who have written any thing of, 
| _ - conſiderable length to advantage in this way: N eſt 
| tho Mr. Dryden long fince affirmed, That be ma 
Who writ well; in lo might riſe toa gronter eu ut 


_cellence in blank verſe. - Wand 
| joy 

-B UT-however eaſy ver f Dig may ſeem, wag his 
freed from the inconvenience of rbime, th * ork 


are a thouſand difficulties to be overcome, w flow 
a thouſand roughneſſes ſoftened, before the num 
bers will be — muſical, or pleaſe even au N 
ordinary ear: for, being uſed to a different turn, leſs! 
we expect the chime at he cloſe: of every coup: al u 
let, and, unleſs the verſe is very ſmoothly finiſh 0, mag 
ko not how to reconcile ourſelves to the want 
| at it; tho' by this harmonious echo, "oF 


reſpe 
fr, 


and has fufficient op 


thought, which ought to animate every ſentence, 
and, if the cadence is ſweet, ſeldom examine any 
further. — Beſide, as rbime has this enchanting 
faculty of concealing the errors of the poet, ſo 


the amiſſſun of it expoſes his meaning in the 


ſtrongeſt light, betrays every meaneſs of ſenſe 


and ſound, and evinces the merit of the writer 


to the world at once: nor are theſe the only ad- 
vantages of blank verſe, ſince it affords the larg- 


Neſt room for variety of expreſſion, ſtrength of 
images, and beauty of metaphors; fo that the 


author is, at the ſame time, oblig d to be correct, 
portunity of exerting all his: 
rigour, without the diſadvantage of contracting 


boldneſs of his figures, for the ſake of a trifling 
flower, or a gilded frame. | 


Ne1THER can blank verſe be truly thought 
leſs ſonorous or muſical, fince, notwithſtanding 
all the prejudice of cuſtom, no Cr:tick ever yet 
magin'd that Homer, Virgil, or Milton, in this 
Welpec, would have received an additional beau- 
Y from rhime. —-T would net here be under- 
e : ſtood 
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frequently couſen'd of that ſenſe and energy of 


his deſigns, or ſacrificing the grace, attitude, or. 
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Rood as if I intirely condemn'd that method of 
writing, for my deſign is only to juſtify mine 
own, and to abate, if poſlible, the averſion a- 
bundance have conceived againſt blank verſe, as 
wanting the harmonious — of rbime; and 
as there are, undoubtedly, a great many of the 
polite world who chooſe to be entertain d in that 
manner, as well as various writers whoſe incli- 
nations are turned in it's favour, both blank verſe 
and rbime may be indulg d in their turns, with- 
out any injury to either: nay the moſt obſtinate 
admirers of blank verſe muſt allow, from the 
works of Dryden, Prior, Addi ſan, and Pope, N 
that bine is 3 of very extraordinary beau- 


ties, as may be ſeen in the ne admirable 
_—_—, | 


As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
- Ofer heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light, 
When. not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 

And not a cloud Ser- caſts che ſolemn ſcene 3 | 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 8 


And ſtars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole, 


* 
* 


Oer 


The PRE FACE. vir 
Joer the dark trees a yellower verdure ſhed, 
And tip with fllver evry mountain's bead; 
Then ſhine the vales, che rocks in proſpett riſe, 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ſkies J 
he conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the ſight, 


ye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. (a) 


ny » 


Bo r even here Iam afraid, a judicious eye will 
liſcern that the poet (for the fake of rhime) has 
deen unhappily led into ſome inconſiſtencies, 
hich in ll verſe might have been eaſily a- 
oided ; twas for this, as well as the reaſons be- 
fore mention d, that I was inclin'd to ptefer the 
Laſt | i . 5 W | * | 
As to the imitation of Milton, no one, I think, 
as ever done it with a good grace; there is a 
ajeſtical muſick in his numbers, and an une- 
quall'd aptneſs in his expreſſion, which, I am a- 
raid, will never be copied; thoſe who have at- 
empted it have run into the affectation of his 
Intiquated words and phraſes, rather than a live- 


and accurate method of deſigning and co- 


during like him. 
.) Pope's Homer. 


el 


EvEN 
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- Even Mr. Phillips himſelf, I believe, had 
fucceeded better if be had not paid ſo ſtrict a 
deſerence to Milton's manner, and thereby neg- 
lected his W n. | 


THERE is yet another diſadvantage in fol- 
lowing that great man too cloſe: for people willi 
be naturally led to compare the copy with the 
original, and then the firſt will of neceſſity be 
condemn'd : for Milton was peculiarly happy inſſſec 
the ſublimeſt ſubject, and had the greateſt ſtockſſ: 
of fancy and judgment to manage it, conſe 
quently, muſt forever enjoy the higheſt honours 
when they who are only hi ſervile imitators, and 

their works are buried in oblivion together. 


Tus from thefe conſiderations I was in- 
dcdlin d to chooſe that kind of blank verſe, which 
I thought would adorn my ſubject the moſt; 
bow I have ſucceeded, is humbly ſummitted to 
the determination of the publick. | 


| I Wovrp not willingly extend this preface toffigir 
an indecent length; therefore ſhall only beyſule, 


leave 
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ave to obſerve, that there = too many readers 
adflho form their judgments of a poem acco 
at the jeputntion of it's author, 3 cconding 
g receives from their darling acquaintance, and 
| praiſe or condemn it without examining one 

nous reaſon for either. But, certainly, this in- 
Hence or partiality is both injurious to our 
Al lves, and un juſt to the author ; 3 injurious to 
heſur ſelves, bore a blind devotion to any par- 
beſcular perſon's credit in the world, abridges that 
edom of thought which is every ſenſible 


urd, and illgrounded admiration of every 


rsi g he publiſhes: unjuſt to the author, becauſe 
nd one can properly be fyppos'd a judge who is 


t vers'd in the merits of the cauſe; wherefore, 


mine on either fide, 'till the whole has been 
ider d with the utmoſt candor and: atten- 


* 1 


A 


Ler then the ** poem be im racially 


ad, and compar'd with Nature (which 3 is it's 


ſentence, 


an s property, and vitiates the judgment by an 


muſt appear ridiculous or tyrannical to de- 


ſt; dn, | | AO 


Feinal) R tis declard — of the 
egule, and if it muſt afterwards receive ſuch a 
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Pitchy and dark the night ſometimes appears, 
Friend to our woe, and parent of our fears: 
Our joys and wonder ſometimes ſhe excites, 

W With ſtars unnumbred, and eternal lights. 


PRIOR. 


ook 
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Printed in the Year Mpccxxvii. 
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O! ſable night aſcends the dusky air, 
And ſpreads her deep ning ſhadows 


: 
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ſoul to folemn thought. 


all around 
ſtudious 


er ſilent influence ſtills the noiſy, world, 


d wakes the 


Wrapp'd 


B 2 
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O goddeks waft me in n thy cloudy waits, 


NW! 


ſet 
To all the lonely limits of thy rule ; 

. 
While ſs. YE Adm the + Wha AF, away, oh 
And ſlight the awtul pleaſures of thy reign; " 
Wrapp'd in thy ſhades ; What wonders will ariſe F 
5 hf the 4 | 86 myo! | 
90. whoſ&fecret haunt is far — ; 

From all the reſtleſs, glaring ſcenes of day, M 


Sweet contemplation, daughter of the night 10 


O deign thy favour to th adventrous muſe, A 


And, on thy pow ful pinions, ſafely guide 


her 


Her daring progr. els thro! the dar kſon round, vol 


So ſhall my grateful ſongs reſound thy EL7 


With dulcet muſick, and attune the hours Ipo 


t! 


of leep and hlence with melodious Jays, | 


C3”) 


hen, from the ſteep of heav*n's actherial arch, 


he fun's red orb deſcending rolls the day, 
ſhadowing night, dun- riſing o'er the caſt, 


gins her ſilent courſe, and lowly drives 
ik 
|! 
| 


er gloomy car along the dark ning skies, 

ll, downward far beneath the earth's green 
verge, . ore] 

e laſt retreating beams of light are led: 

When, with a looſen'd rein, her rapid ſteeds 

haſt aſcend and all the landſcape” $ loſt £ 

once beneath her wide-extended veil : | 

15 hen half the mountains of the dreery lobe, 


9 volv'd with fades, and black-brow' d darkneſs 


, 
. 4 - 


it! 


*% # * Y l 
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r if the northen blaſt has clear'd the air, 


nen 


12848184 7 $6 "L894 _ * 1 ; 
pond'rous clouds hang heavy on het whieels.” '* 
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And waſtful tempeſts {lumber on the deep, nc 


Bright Veſper leads her peaceful wain, and roll" 
nc 


His radiant circlet up the ſtarry vault, 


Or, oer th illumin'd earth, the friendly moon e 


Streams down her grateful rays, and ſhines the 


queen of heay'n. 


Mean while revolving time, with reſtleſs toi], 
Thro all the ſeaſons turns the circling year, 
And varies ev'ry ſcene with gradual change. 

5 Firſt youthful ſpring begins the wond rous round, 
With all the loves, and graces in his train, : 


And, riſing glorious o'er the heav'nly blue, I 
Brightens the day, and, from his dewy wings Jo: 
Diſtills ſoft pleaſures on the blooming world; ne 
Wakes the young flow rs to chear the gladſome he 


green, 


And 


A — 
— — 
— — — 


C#) | 


And tunes the ſylvan choirs to ſongs of joy: 


ww — 
2 
2 


11;Þr, when ſtill evening o er the sky returns, | | 
ind, in their radiant orbs, the twinkling ftars — | 
+ Frepare their circuits, and exert their rays, | 1 
he Wis kindly warmth exhales a thouſand ſweets, 
\nd wafts the blended odours thro' the air ; 
arm' d with the ſpicy gale grim darkneſs ſmiles, 


ul, 
und night enchanted loiters in the sk); 


hile brooding joys attend her fable throne, 
id, ind add unnumber'd beauties to her reign. 
But variqus woes pollute all earthly bliſs, 
nd rule the nations with alternate ſway : 
s |! while the infant bloom adorns the tree, 
\nd early flowrets bloſſom in the meads, 
me The north wind, ati thro' "GE midnight 
gloom, - | 


nd B 4 The 
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Ihe toiling peaſant, as the morning dans, 


The cold remains ot; winter, drives along y ; 
Down from the waſtful cloud big hailldeſcends 
And flats the flowry burthen of the fields: 


Eyes penſive all the Janguid ſcene, and mourns 
The wide deſtruction of the wintry ſhow r. 

Or, when the fun, all pale thro watry clouds, 
Deſcends, and faintly marks the length ning ſhade, 
Laden with deadly: blights the eaſtern breeze 
Moves {lowly. chro the sky, and n it's bane 
Reſiſtleſs Oer the vegetable world g. 


The buds guſt opening wither in PV prime, 

The drooping bloſſoms {hed their faded leaves, 
And ſickly low'rs bent don beſore the blaſt, 
Reſign at once their odours, and their bloom; er 


The fruits, yet immature, ar from the ſtem, Ihe 


And 


99 | 
\nd-with abortive plenty ſtrew the ground; | 
r black'ning hang amid the blaſted boughs, | 
Ks baleful trophies of the tainting gale Mn 


At laſt, propitious Zephyr waves his wings, 


and all the fragrance of the ſpring renews, | 
V neater ſun's returning ſhed their beams, | | 
s, nd: drive far off the winter's rage away: 1 
e, hen night ariſes big with vernal joys, 
Ind veils the welkin with a grateful ſhade: Fate, | 
ne hen roſeat dews, in thickeſt ſhow'rs, ' untelt > 
freſhing fall, and; where the horned moon, 
ant o er the green, low-circling;{treams her light, 
npearl the flow rs, and gleam from ev ry leaf; 
Vile wakeful Philomela penſive ſings 1% 
er foul-enchanting ſtrains, and lonely chears: /. 
IM, he darkſom {hadows with melodious days. DH. 
nd, Then 


| And neigh exulting o er the froathy brine ; 


And Halcyon brooding on the peaceful deeps, 


(10) 
Then long diſturb d with roaring reſtleſs ſtorm þ 8 


The ocean waves in gentle murmurs roll, 


An 


Rebuilds her floating neſt and hails the bliſsful þ ; 

change ; | 
Unwonted verdure greens the rocky ſtrand, 
And on its threat ning brow, ſtern horror frown); 

no more; f 
Glad Ampbitrite, riſing from her cave, 
Refumes her chariot, and aloft, ſublime, 00 
In triumph rides along the ſubject- ſeas, he 


And breathes the odour of the balmy gale; 00 


Her finny courſers ſhake their flowing mains, av 


Around the nymphs, and tritons tune their ſhells ke 


And all the ſea-beat ſhores reſound their joys hi 
Again 


(11) 


u) gain the ſeamen hoiſt their willing fails, | 
\nd court the favours of th' indulgent breeze, 


ight o'er the waves the gladſom veſlel ſteers, 
ul And ev'ry eye with kindling rapture views, 
uth, ſeas, and air at once ſerenely ſmile. 


Mean time, inflam'd with love, the virgin roams 
ns hro the dead ſilence of the evening's gloom, 
nd treads the mazes of the winding grove 


o find the lovely youth her ſoul adores: 


ow, breathleſs, panting with her native fears, 


ow dreadleſs roves anew, and, whiſp ring ſoft, 
vokes a thouſand bleſſings on his name: 
it laſt he comes, and in a burſt of joy 


le The happy lovers join their long embrace; 


Pile riſing tranſports warm each throbbing 
ain 


heart, And 


he longs, and ſickens for his lov'd approach; 


(2) 

And with a flood of plea fire ruſh chroi er ry vein; | 3" 
Then, where embowy ring ſhades, aſcending high, || T 
With dewyy woodbines knit their leafy boughs, AP 
And nature wantons in abundant ſweets, © 
They ſit entranc d beneath, and look, and ſigh, Wi 
And murmur all the paſſion of their ſouls. * 
So, inthe rage of mutual pleaſures loft; | 


(te em: 
Their ſprightly thoughts with gladſom proſpecs 
Thro' the dim ſhade aereal muſick ſoundss, I. 
And midnight Fairies, o er the — green, 


In maty circles ſeem to dance along, * 


bee. 
Till, from the gathering ſhow'r; they vaniſh all a- 


For, now wide how ring thro the miſty air; 
Dark Aſcend and _ and blacken all F*.! 


| 
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Down pour the rains ene globe, Þ'r 


b And 


(1350 


and foak, and frechen all the thirſi fields; 
The drooping herds forſake the ſmoaking heath, 
And ſeck the ſhelt ring wood, and mortals blek 
The grateiul ſhow'r, which, beating on the roof, 
With fleepy murmur lulls their drowzy fouls. 
At length the morning, light illuſtrious dans, 


dweetly acclaim d with charm of earlieſt birds, 
29 = "TEELO 2 * e e. — , 
„Ind throws a glory o'er the fragrant earth. 
Thus where ſoft peace it dow ni influence ſheds, 
"i ; ; . 2 
ö When nature blooms, anꝗ all the world is gay; 
Patainted pleaſure in the darkneſs broods, 
d lifts the ſoul | to joy: but-where yang Aar, 


i bloody banner. q er a nation waves, 


-% 
It] 


vain freſh floyrera ſpring, and neee 


the woods ; R 


neending ar mies bade the ** TY- eld, — 
| And 


d 


bd - —_ 
4 — —— — — 
* * * . 


(14) 


And flaming foreſts in their verdure burn: 
Wide - waſting laughter rages all the day, (nigh | 
And crimſons deep the plains ; and when blac ii. 
With riſing terrors darkens o'er the world, 
The claſh of arms, and all the din of war, 
In dreadful circles thro! the air reſound. 
The wretched parent, all aghaſt, deplores 
His raviſh'd dau ghters, and his murder d ſons. 
And, on the noxious earth, with ſleepleſs eye 
Weeps the fad hours furcharg'd with woe awa 
While deſolation ſaddens ev Ty ſcene, 
And horror ſtalks tremendous o'er the waſte. itte 
The ſons of rapine, bent on miſchief, roam Hell 
The bloody field, and, ftriding er che dead, Wit 
Seize all the rich habiliments of war ; C 
And iß yet warm with inward life, there breatiſ or 
myg Som 


501 


w 


(15) 


Some hapleſs wretch among the heaps of ſlain, 


oh he cruel ſword, fatigu'd with death, expels 
ackWHis ſuppliant ſoul, while, thro the midnight air, 
ong· ſounding groans of injur'd ghoſts are heard, 
and dying murmurs mingle with the winds. 
So where the barb'rous Ryſſians ſcour the 
woods, 
ind hunt the frighted beaſts in droves along; 


"Ns, 


\n eaſy prey: the mangled carnage lies 
 burthen to the earth, and hungry walves, 
tending nightly on the laught'ring tribe, 

ell hideous o'er the deathful ſcene, and fill 
ad, Vith ſhuddring horror all the neighb'ring lands. 
O bear me far, my guardian angel, hence 
eailſſom hoſtile nations, and from ſcenes of blood, 


om To 


——_— 1 — — — 
— * w_ - — — 2 
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uge numbers fall, and yield their coſtly furrs , 


(16) 

To thoſe obſcure, and ſolitary ſhades, xh 
Which bold Columbus firſt explor d; there loſ 
In peace, and ſilence my contented ſoul 
May ſlumber life away remote from war, 
Nor hear the cruſh when mighty empires fall, 
And ſhake with pond' rous ruins half the world. 
here nature pours with laviſh hand her ſweeti he 
ind 
When lively ſpring returns, freſh verdure green B 
The thick ning foreſts, -and-renews the ſhades nd 
Wide o er the dusky lands they wave aloſt, Pr ſe 
And dance, and murmur to the — he 
Which, fum'd with odours, (from the cheatf 
of, teeming trees in purple bloſſoms gay) e 
Waſts up a fragrant vapour to the ſtar: ile 
Beneath with ſcented herbs, and opening flow i 

T Thi 


And in profuſion ev'ry bleſſing gives; 


10 


(79 
he earth's embalm'd, while down the neigh- 
b'ring hills, 


oft murm'ring, roll a thouſand gentle ſtreams, 


and lull the thoughtleſs ſavage to repoſe : 
harm'd with the various joy ſoft ſleep deſcends, 


d. And dewy ſlumbers on his eyelid ſheds ; 
et he filent god ſinks eaſy on his breaſt, . 
Ind folds his drowzy limbs in midnight down. 


en But can the murmurs of deſcending floods, | 


— — - . LY 


es nd mingled fragrance of the blooming earth, 
Pr ſecret ſhades, and ſolitude relieve 


2 


Ihe inborn ſorrows, and perplexing cares 


tfufFhich torture deep the miſerable ſoul ? 


"Plas! in vain he courts the ſpicy gale, 


e floating muſick, or the lonely ſhade; 
7 1 n '4 1:0 N 
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(18) 


No pauſe of grief attends the rapt'rous ſcene, Ar 


But down he ſinks oppreſs'd with cureleſs woe: Ai 
Black melancholy glooms his mournfulſſTh 
thought, An 
And gives a dreadful horror to the night: Gl 
All fad ſhe riſes o'er the penſive fields, 
And with her dusky wing embrowns the dark'n 
ing green | 


Where eer ſhe turns contagion flies along, 


And fades the honours of the blooming tree; 


Infects the odours of the ſpringing flow'rs, 
And veils the beauty of their ſilken leaves; 
Now plaintive down the headlong — {ht 

glides, | 146 
And wakes lone echoe with the ſadd ning ſound 
Now on the ſighing breeze ſublimely rides, 
An 


= — 2 2 
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( 19 ) 

„And warm ſolemn in the waving boughs i 
e: Aſcending thence the ſtygian vapour ſhades 
ful The twinkling glories of the heav'nly vault, 


And all the planets of malignant rule, 


Gleam on the midnight earth their baleful rays. 


An 


A AY | 
Bo Ox the Second. 


The 
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w * HEN thus the ſpring has introduc Dh 
und 


27 


Lo! 


the. year, 
ie And bleſs'd with various beautie 
half the globe, / 


T he n. exalted to the midmaſi sky, 


xh; 
The 


Flame 


r) 


lames on his rear, and burns his ſilken wings: 


o panting in the heat he flies away, 

nd ſultry ſummer rules the lazy air. 

Then, faint with labour in the mid-day beam, 
The ſweaty peaſant to the ſhade retires, 
and, wiſhing down the ſun, implores that night 
> Mould throw her ſhadows o'er the ſcorching 
(world, 


r invocates aloud the flagging gales 
lo mitigate the glowing heat: in vain ; 


The flagging gales deny their freſhning aid, 


44 
nd tardy day yet lingers in the sky, 
cdFhile frantick herds bound o'er the duſty plain, 


ind wade delighted down the cooling wave: 


tie Tis then the fervour of the blazing ſun 
xhales the moiſture of the thirſty earth: | 
hen the brown herbage withers in the fields, 


me ** C; 3 And 


22 ) 


And various rifts divide the parching meads; 
Scorch d on the ſtem the languid roſes fade, 

And all the drooping foreſts hang their leaves; 

Till from the skies 72 burning orb deſcends : 

When, wide-expanded in the ev'ning air, 

The pearly dew-drops fall, and chear the flow ' 

And all the verdure of the earth revive. 


So, when, long wand' ring o er th. Arabian ſandꝭ 
8 2 Ting 


The gaſping pilgrims ſearch with fruitleſs toil 
For limpid ſtreams along the dreary waſte; 
Inteſtine drought, like darted light ning, flies 
Thro' ev'ty vein, and ſcorches all within ; WI 
Till, at the bubbling ſprings at laſt arriv'd, I 
With frequent draughts they cool their raging 

heat | 3 
And feel new vigor ſtrength ning eu iy limb. | 
3 Nou 


(23) 


Now darkneſs o er th aethereal concave reigns, 
And drives the twilight's dusky gleam away, 
While, dim, the ſapphire moon, full orb'd, aſcends, 
And wheels her chariot thro the miſty air, 

Till mounted high, ſhe rides illuſtrious on, 
And gilds remoter worlds: the lightſom earth, 
Illumin'd with her beams, in ſecret ſmiles, 

d And ev'ry mountain ſheds a glory down ; 


The waving woods nod ſhadowy o'er the green, 
And chryſtal ſtreams reflect her ſilver rays. 


Goddeſs of ſhades! ſoft regent of the night, 
Whoſe friendly circuit weary wand'rers bleſs! 


C8 


Queen of the watry world! fair planet, tell 
ing What happy tribes enjoy your argent fields ? 


Find virtue's ſons their wiſh d Elyſium there, 
and wander gladſom thro your radiant walks? 


ow C 4. Dwell 


' When freed from us, on your delightful plains, 


(24). 
Dwell infant ſouls, juſt wing'd for human life, ! 


Among your od'rous ſhades, and thence deſcend lc 


Thro' night's dark gloom to breath inclementfſilt's 
_ put 
Mindleſs of native joys now their's no more? Ane 


Or, do our guardian angels eaſe their wings, The 


And in the purer dews purge off the gloom, 


And black'ning tincture of our earthly globe ? 


Or crown'd with ever blooming roſes ſtrike And 
The golden lyre, and warble heav'nly ſtrains? 1 
Or rais'd fublime beſtride your purple clouds, nc 

And fail ſerenely thro' the realms of light ? he 


For ſure a nobler race muſt there reſide \nc 


With guilt untainted, like the ſons of heav'n, 
To reap the bleſſings of your happy orb. 


| 
The 


( 25 ) 


of 
. 
"I, 


| | Now filence reigns, and all the fervent air 


lows with the ſeaſons warmth : no cooling gale 
mils airy pinions wide-refreſhing waves 

But ſtifling vapours thicken in the sky, 

and hang with ſaffron miſts the dusky glebe. 


The foreſts ſound no more; the branches reſt, 


„And flowing ſmooth rolls down the even flood: 
Vhile,: o'er the earth's green verge, pale light'n- 
ings ſtream, 
and flaſh their length ning radiance to the ſtars, 
At laſt ſoft whiſp'ring Zephyr ſhakes his wings, 
\nd ſheds ambroſial odours o'er the world: 
hen bow the woods before his balmy breath, 
ind, gently riſing, dance the azure waves; 


an Þ - 


The weary lab rer lies in downy ſlumbers loſt ; 


"| EO! And 


ile, tir d with daily toils, and longſom hours, 
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And all the ſylvan choirs, their lays forgot, 


(26) 


In filence ſleep among the pendent boughs, 


Mean time the frolick virgins haſt along 
Thro' lonely ſhades, and unfrequented fields, 
To bath their naked beauties in the ſtream : 
In looſe array they wander on the brink, 

And ton, and liſten to the trembling leaves, 
Afraid ſome bold intruder lurks beneath : 
Then ſhiv ring touch the margin of the flood 


Ind 
With tim rous foot and ſound the ſhallow ford; et 
1 Till, ſportive grown, they beat the buxony che 
hei 


waves, 


And drive continual circles to the ſhore. 


Ind 
her 


— ſounds of mirth each melting ſtrain ſucceeq; j 
| Frightec 


At length, wide floating onthe dns breen 


They hear ſoft muſick tune the vocal air, 


(27) 


Frighted ! amaz d! they hurry to the land, 
and glide immediate thro the darkſom ſhade; 


rom far the joyous conſort fills the gloom, 
hut dies at laſt in leſs'ning notes away, 
down the murm'ring tide the mirthful bark 


loats gently, and tranſporting pleaſure broods 


n the wide ſurface of the watry plain. 

Now, while the moon in her meridian rides, 
Y ſtreams her brighteſt glories Ver the earth, 
dM me beneath embow'ring ſhadows lye, | 


"FF here eglantines, and ſtarry jeſs mines waft 


heir mingled fragrance ; where ſweet lillies 
bloom, 

end bluſhing roſes all their odours ſhed : - | 

ere, ſilent as the night, my ſtudious ſoul 

"Pall ſcorn the earth, and wing her thoughts to 

"ey. heav'n, | Shall, 


(28) 
Shall, with unwearied flight, high-ſoaring trace Nn 
The ſhining path, which ſlighted virtue takes, NMI 


To the bright manſions of eternal joy. Ho 


—-Lo! the pure azure parts, and from the skies Ho- 
In ſtreams of light, an heav'nly form deſcends, 
And leans illuſtrious on the purple cloud. ( 
"Tis ſhe! meek patience, by whoſe potent lore 
The noble ſoul in all it's ſorrow ſmiles : 


feel her influence eaſing ev'ry care, 
And ey'ry paſſion ſoothing into peace : b 
So rais d ſuperior to the earth's dark globe, loſt inc 
It's pleafures charm no more, and all it's pains are Nh. 
Ariſe, my friend, my deareſt Niſus, riſe; 
And, while the world's a ſolitude, and night 
HFangs her dark mantle o'er the ſhaded skies, 
Come, let us roam along the moon- light field: 
23 And 
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er 


( 29 ) 


and, in ſoft converſe, ſpend the filent hours. 
hat a ſtill coolneſs freſhens in the wind! 


How ſweet the vales! how beautiful the hills! 


es low deep the murmurs! and how bright the 


ce 


5 ſtream 
O happy land where peace for ever dwells, 


e Nud freedom roves among the chearful tribes ; 


here nature riots in luxuriant joys, 


Ind ev'ry cloud drops down mellifluent dews ; 
here roſy health ſweetens the wholſom air, 


ind drives the taint of peſtilence away; 


| 


oft, 
are Nhile Gracia, (once Minerva's darling ſeat, 


rom whence the goddeſs civiliz d the world) 
t frequent plagues depopulated, mourns 


| 


„ er vacant cities, and deſerted plains. 


da: Drove from the ſouthern climes, and big with 


and fate, They 


Te) 
They load the murm ring gale, and dim the dajſo c 
nc 
Dark night ſucceeds involy'd with deadly miſty \ 


| And fwell'd with: venom baneful dews deſcend it 


With mortal vapours, and infectious blaſts. 


ö 


The grazing heifer ſickens on the green, \nc 
And in a length of lamentable groans expires; g 
While round the gaſping father mourn the ſon im 
Struck with the dire diſeaſe they ſudden fall, Nur 
And in the rage of agonizing tortures dye. n 
Thus death prevails, and, glorying in the waſtip c 
Shakes from on high his formidable dart, Ic 
_ And talks gigantick Oer the dreary realms: Nh 
Trembling the earth beneath his footſtep groanſÞ® 
And all ire mountains ſhake : the glutted gra 
No longer opens her deſtructive jaws 3 | U 
But choal d with heaps of dead can hold no moren. 


(31) 
dad on the blaſted heath whole tribes are hurl'd, 


\nd rot, and moulder in the tainted wind. 


i Midft all the glories of the Orient climes, 
end ith rig'rous hand oppreſſive flav ry reigns, 
nd claims the rev'rence of an earthly god: 
s; Nugh on a pompous throne, with glitt ring gems 
ongmblaz'd, the lordly tyrant fits ſublime, 
l, Nrray' d in purple, and adorn'd with gold, 
\nd awes the nations with majeſtick frown: 
an crouds they tremble at his dreadful nod, 
Id proſtrate in the duſt adoring fall: 

: Nhen hark! their idol thunders from above, 
oanÞ1d hecatombs of human victims bleed, 
Tran make a ſhort atonement for his cauſeleſs rage. 
In Africk's wide, inhoſpitable lands, 
non eneath the torrid:Zone, what burning ſuns: 
- Inflame 


(32) 
Inflame the earth, and ſcorch the ſultry air 
What latent deaths, Meduſa's direful brood, 
Lurk in the deſart plains, and ſhoot their ſting iin. 
And kill with tortures not to be deſcribd! h. 
If from the ocean cooling gales ariſe, 


0 


ATI 


When ſhadowy night comes on, and gently cleam in- 

The hot effluvia from the glowing sky; Che 

Eer half her courſe is finiſh'd o'er the world, ſn 
The ſickly ſouth collects his ſtrongeſt blaſt, Th. 
And drives a tempeſt thro the clouded heav'nsFÞ t 
f Involy'd with deepeſt darkneſs raves along, inc 
And bearsth* Almighty on his gloomy wings el 
Prepar'd for vengeance, and inflam'd with rage F 
Dreadfully great appears th' indignant god 
Sublimely riding on the waſtful ſtorm 5 


\ le 


Commanding forth the daemons of the night ne 
; | * 


(24) 


o pour his anger o er the ſinful globe; 


ioÞnd hurling ruin thro the fearful void: 4 


tain tops 

end earth affrighted to the centre ſhakes; 

The guilty nations tremble at the roar, .- . _ 

Id, Hand in deep caverns ſhun the deathful blaze: 

The lordly lion, howling thro the dark, 

ns In terrour flies from his untaſted prey, 

ind all the monſters of the ſandy waſte 7 

os ell in the ſtorm, and haſten to their dens. 

ige Far, far from hence, amidſt th' Atlantick 
waves, bh Aly 

length of iſlands ſtretch their rocky ſhores, 

nd check the fury of the raging ſurge, 

Ti D | 


| 


It 


uming his red right hand with vengful bolts, . © 


hen flame the woods, then ſmoke the moun- 


Where 
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(34) 
Where golden fruitage bends the fragrant boughsYW 
And ad' rous bloſſoms watt eternal ſweets; Ar 
Where blooms the citron; and the fruitful pine Nie 

Its honey+taſted apples plenteous yields; 


Where luſcious harveſts chear the planters toil, 
And various {ſpices ſcent the gladſom gale. 
There, when the flaming fun has fir d the ani 
And evening glows with unabated warmth, © h 
Calm on the deep the ocean breezes reſt, If 
And theo' the welkin ſcatter joys np more: 
Dim vapour riſing choak the ary hea ne, I 
And all the brute creation ſcarcely breath; MI ' 
Then luck leis men inflam'd with perching thirk Fa 
And the dire fervour of the flagrant heat, en 
1 On the damp ground incumbent ſeek for eaſe, le 


n 


flo 


[| _ And grain the brimming bowl wich frequent 


i Adunanghts; c  Whene | 


(355 
hs Whence dizzy fumes the giddy brain. diſturb, 
And heavy ſlumbers weigh their eyelids down; 
xe Mean time the dew ſurcharg d with fate de- 


een 41) 
| Und ſpreads a deathful cold de ev ry limb; 


low beats the heart, and all the pulſes dye: 
air, it laſt the fleeting foul reluctant leaves 


he ti ning corle, and wonders at her change; 
hile, with the dawning day, their : mourning 
friends Ar aca cr 


* 
— 


ament the 9 WE: too cl of life. 
Nor theſe alone betray'd by fatal 1 Joys . 
ir nticipate their end; but where like heats 


eneath the burning * perpetual reinn, 
1, ke panting ſeamen, thoughtlek of their fte, 


entruſt the ſmooth ſurface of the flatt' ring main, 
2 1 And 
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(36) 


e Lune GGW it 
And ſwim with tranſport o er it's ſmiling face; 


While, left at large, with all her fails un. 


flurkd, 
Th abandon'd veſſel unregarded floats : 


When lo! freſh blaſts ariſing ſwell the waves, 


And briskly drive the hoary furge along: 


Swift flies the bark before the wanton breeze, 


And marks with bubbling froth her watr) 


road : 
Struck, at the diſmal fight, with wild amaze, 
The careleſs wand'rers ſtruggle in the deeps, 
And vainly toil to teach her friendly fide ; 
Till tir d, and fainting with the long fatigue, 
They down the ruffled brine deſpairing fink, 8 
And in the ſad reflection of their folly die. 
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But el the morning ſtar leads on the * 


Land golden clouds adorn the radiant eaſt; 

Far from the light, and man's deceitfu] race, 
\ 

My friend retire, ſince thy ſincerer ſoul 


Can ne'er deſcend to varniſh o'er their crimes, 


Or ſtain thy ſpotleſs life with faſhionable guilt. 
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2 0 W the red dog ſtar, flaming from Th 
N 25 the ſouth, © * 


: 2 


— Rolls off his ſultry rays, and free n 


the air = 
From Jagun fevers, and unwholſom heat. The 
* 1 * yy ; 5% 


a Autum 


(39) 
Aututnh aſcends the sky, and weighs the — 


2er 


in even ſcale: plenty directs her car 
And empties all her bleſſings on the earth, 


While equal days, and nights; advancing mild; 


Wave their light pinions o er the world by turns. 
High on a verd rous hill, the bliſsful haunt 
Of gladſom ſatyrs, and of woodland nymphs, 


\ruin'd caſtle ſtands; great Chaucer's ſeat! 
here, ages ſince, the venerable bard 
Is woods; 20 n O qlanol oli 
om There all the 8 at his — rful callz>7- 
beſcended frequent on the midnight b bu 
end with melodious muſick chear d the ſhades. 
— But home bred in ſterxtiæs diſturb dan 
The * manſion, andi beneath arawalls:. | 


Rehears'dihis "—_ and charm'd th': atteritive 


vl 1 D 4. Whole 
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(46) 

Whole armies ruſh'd, to battle on the plain, 

And dy'd the neigb'ring ſtreams with kind red A 
blood; ut Wit 

On the ſtrong ramparts loud deſtruction roar's IR 

With ceaſeleſs fury; whence the goodly frame [Su 


Disjointed fell in duſt, : and ſmoak obſcur d, W 


And but one tow'r of all the pile remains. 
—Yet ſtill, when night involves the ſable skiet 


The builder's awful ghoſt deſcends, and ſings IA. 
Enchanting numbers on the ruin d baſe, - III 
While lonely echo, in her nightly cell Ar 
Rejoycing, doubles the celeſtial ſtrain ; Fl 


And che faint trav'ller, liſt ning from afar, W. 
PForgets his woes, and gives his ſoul to joy. 
All nature's charmed, and, in their radiant ſ pheres 


The planets dance to the harmonious lay. do! 


Whet 


red 


d 


e 


eres 


hel 


(4+) 

When day declines, fond:of the muſes kmant, 
And tir'd with all the various cares of life, 
[ tread the riſing green; and, while the ſun, 
Red, from the weſtern skies, projects his rays, 
survey delighted all the vales below, 

Where golden Ceres waves the bearded grain, 


And lab'ring peafants cut the harveſt down; 


A Where, as ſtill evening ſhadows o'er the heav ns, 


And nights dark wing embrowns the ruſſet field, 
The tinkling teams draw home the grateful load, 
And jocund ſwains ſurrounding blithly chaunt 
Their ruſtick ſongs, and ſound their mirth aloud; 
While pearly dews deſcending damp the ground, 
And hang with liquid gems the trembling leaves 
Pleas'd with the proſpect of a publick good 


oft raptures ſwell my ſoul, nor efvy's ſting 


Can 


+ eat, oY ohonr en: ,- wad * 


— * 8 o 
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FP nu rubbyg co, . G 


With ey ry bleſſing human kind can know, 


(42) 

Can give me torture for a moment's ſpace n 
Tho all but me with ſecret joy behole ||, 
Their gather d harveſt, and the gain their own. Nn 
Give me, indulgent fortune, give me health h 


A bleſt retirement in a ſmall eſtate; 
And let my Ni ſur chear the fleeting hours: 
"Tis all I ask, tis all my ſoul can want. 

Hail native land ! thus favour'd from above 


Ic 


Ale 


Where fruitful harveſts ripen ev ry year, 

And ſunny fruits bend down the parent tree; 
Where, undiſturb d with war's deſtructive rage, 
The ſmiling farmer heaps th autumnal wealth, 
And eyes with raptfous thought the pleriteouſ 


Ut 
Secure from rapine, and the waſte of arms, | IIb 
_— | And 


(43) 


\nd all the proud demands of arbitrary fule. 
Again the night rides thro the dusky air, 
vn. And all the buſineſs of the day is done: 

Ith, The reeking ox, and panting ſteed, releas d 


tom labour, take their due repoſe; till morn 

\ſcends irradiate, and renews their toil. 
Mean time the chearful ruſticks fill the 

bowl, 

aud quaff a ſhort oblivion of their cares; 

he merry bagpipe ſounds a mirthful tune, 
Jad all the tribe, in awkard dancing join d, 

age ita jocund ww faſt thump the hollow 

ch, ground. e & ιννjqlue 

cou hed the rural i crowns the board 

he muſick ceaſes, and the dances end 


The n. e ſurrounds che ſocial meal, 


And 


„9“Jnu. KK II > * 


Loud, inbred thunder thro' the mountain rolls, 


Aſcending furious, redden o'er the Skies, II 


(44) 


E And takes a ſweet repaſte; then drouzy part, ſk; 


And in ſoft ſhambers waſt the careleſs hours. 


h 
| 


De 


Nor Albion's fertile glebe can only boaſt 
An O er- abounding crop of golden grain 
For, round huge Atna's ever- burning height, 
Returning harveſt's burthen all the plains, 
And wave luxuriant to the buxome gale. 

But haply there, while midnight glooms th 
world, 


And ev'ry weary ſoul is loſt in ſleep, b 


And to the centre all the iſland ſhakes; 


Sulphureous flames involv'd with cloudy ſmoak 


And caſt a horrid. ſplendour on the deep Ir. 
Royz'd with the dreadful ſound the nations flaſh, 
Da“ Fro 8 F 


(45) 
t from thoughtleſs ſlumbers, and aghaſt ſurvey! ! 


5. Erhe riſing horrors of the flaming hill: 4 


hen 10 wide-burſting from the gulph above, 
fiery deluge, charg'd with molten rocks, 
eſcends amain, and, with an hideous roar 

wit rolling, drives 2 thouſand woes along: 
\ thouſand torrents ruſh reſiſtleſs dowẽon, 


\nd root the foreſts from the blaſted earti 
he ripen'd harveſt crackles in the blaze, 


the 


fy 


And all the ruin'd towns, in floods of fire, 
Rent from their deep foundations burn: at laſt 
Collected in a mighty ſtream, it falls 
With headlong fury down the rocky ſhore, 49 
And flames, and hiſſes in the deeps below; 
The waters boil, and all the frighted WAVES 


In foaming circles hurry o'er the main. 


Huge 


„ 7 


Huge clouds of fmoak in dusky wreaths aſcend 


The rage of heav n in fiery tempeſts fell, 
And Sodom ſunk beneath the vengful blaze, 
The Patriarch, early as the morning light, 
Beheld the horrors of the deathful ſcene, 
And mourn d the dire effects of unrepented gui 
Now fable midnight ſhades the peaceful globe, | 
And o er the ſpacious skies the vivid ſtars 
Serenciy thoot their rays ; the dying gale 
Pantsinthe with'ring trees, and, down the fruiſþi 
Falls ripen d to the ground: the {leepy rills a 
Roll eaſy oer the fands their ſiler waves 


(46) 


And roll their black ning volumes to the ſtars; 
While ghaſtly peaſants, ſpoil'd of all their wealthfþ 
From far lament the miſerable waſte. 

So when, deſcending trom the m 15 


Wn 


1 


And | 


4 
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(47 ) 


nd, And murmur now no more : ſilence aſcends 


3; With downy pinions thro the drouzy air, 
althKind on the ocean's brim hang all the lazyclouds, 
Wide, o'erth'illumin'd north, pale fplendours 


dein fiery columns ſtreaming tothe ſtars; (ile 


ind flaſh, and wave o'erall th aethereal blue. 
he lightſom earth, again unveils her charms, 
; when the moon's incręaſing orb aſcends, 
nd looks enliven'd in the tranſient dawn; 

wilt he level waters, brighten'd, from afar {ENT 
obeReflect the glories of the ſhining vault. 
ba grace the landſcape with their borrow!drays; 


irutYivines the blaze portentous to the world, 
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© Now, 
And A. 


ſhile the lone wizard, in his ſecret cell |. 


id ſbakes with horror at the harmleſs flame. 
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In treaſons for m, and frights the monarch's ſoul; 


In vollied thunder, on the fleeping guard. 
here far from courts, ; amidſt the humble 


( 48 ) 

Now, from his dark abode; the god of dream} 

Fantaſtick Morpheus ! with his various train 
Of empty joys, and airy woes aſcends, 


| 


And'roams at pleaſure o'er the ſilent world; 
Here lurks beneath th' 'embroider'd tyrian bed 


Or, circled round with dreadful faces, ftorms Pr 
The: vey * and drives th' attendan 
deaths, 


Of lowly mortals ſunk in deep repoſe, A 
He paints illuſive ſcenes of fancied joy, A 


And gives a looſe of pleaiure tothe ſpartive brain r 


The dying lover dreams of golden hopes, Fr 
An 


(49 


ind ſtrains his charmer in a vain embrace; 


| 
The grateful proſpect of imagin d wealth; 

ind the poor ſlave, that's wedded to his car, 
Wanders at large chro all his realms of bliſs, 
O thou the only friend the luckleſs know, 

ms Fropitious god of viſionary minds ! 


dani O let thy kindly influence bleſs my nights, 
nd with the happieſt dreams delight my ſlum- 


ed 


oul! 


b'ring hours; 


mbleFor, while the fleeting phantoms breath their 


charms, 
All ſullen ſorrows quit their gloomy reign, 
Ind fwelling raptures gladden ev'ry. thought ; 
rain Then, with a ſpeedy wing, we ſwiftly, foar,, 
from pole, to pole, and traverſe ey'ry clime ; 
And | E In 


he friendleſs wretch beholds, with raviſh' d eyes, 
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Tune to immortal ſongs their golden lyres, 


Faint glimm ring ſhoot a far-deceiving light, 


(30) 
In ev ry elime the varying proſpects change; IA 
And all the wonders of the gladſom globe; Fe 


In gay ſucceſſion, chear the wand'ring ſoul. II. 


Sometimes the guardian pow rs of virtue's ſons I 
Tl 


Array'd in all the glories of the sky, 
Deſcend indulgent to their earthly charge, 
And drive the horror of the night away; 


And ſooth the woes of life with heav'n's eternal 


"oye 
Mean time, flow-rolling o'er the wat ry meads, 


The gath'ring miſt extends it's noxtous damp, I 
And dims the welkin with a blewiſh ſhade 3; f 
Then vagrant fires, from the moiſt earth exhal'd, Vo 
\n 
On which attendant daemons nightly wait, Pt 
Andi 


(51) 
„and ſmile at miſchief in the dancing blaze; 
For, gently wafted o'er the wondring green, 
The tempting vapours ſmoothly glide along, | 


ons and, with uncertain glimpſe, the wand' rer lead 
Thro' pathleſs fields, and thorny brakes aſtray; 
ile, ſore fatigu d, he groans beneath the toil, 


ind, ſporting with his pain, the wily fiend | 
lares thro the lambent flame, and daunts his | 

mal] frighted foul. | 
ut hark the ſtormy ſout h begins to blow, 

ads nd ſweeps tempeſtuous o'er the ſounding grove: | 
>, [he branches bend, andall the ſhaker leaves © | 
Fhick- how ring fall, and ſhade che dimply ftteam: 
| 


10 own from the wat ry clouds the rains Yeſcend, 


| Find beat, and murmur eh! Brat: 
0 — glooms KS bRy atid Half the globe, | 
ande E 1 Involy'd 
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Burſts from on high with a tremendous roar, 
And, raving dreadful o er the frighted world, 
An huge, wide-waſting ruin ſpreads around: 


(52) 
Involv'd with night, and horror, mourns below. p- 
At length the tempeſt, gath'ring all it's force, 


Torn in the whirl, and twiſted from it's root, 
The knotted oak is hurried through the air, 
And, downwards hurt d with a reſiſtleſs Rtrengt 
The pond'rous buildings fall; trembles th 


e | 
Beneath the horrid ſhock, and hills, and dales P. 
From far reſounding, echo to the noiſe. N 

The ocean, rouz d,, and whiten d o er W.. 
Its wrathful billows furious rolls along, 


And, loud as thunder burſting from the cloud 
t * 11 1 | Bea 


4 
lou Beats on the rugged ſhore with ceaſeleſs rage, 
e, land boils, and ſparkles in the broken wave. 


„ | Now, all forlorn, the hapleſs ſeamen wail | 


d, Irheir wayward fate; the boiſt'rous tempeſt 


© . tears 


and all the horrors of the deep aſcend. 
ong tortur d with the raging pangs of thirſt, 
s th@\nd all the woes of life-conſuming want, 


hey reel, and ſtagger in the bluſt ring gale; 
les r tumbling headlong daſh the froathy brine, 


wi he ſtarving few, which yet remain alive, 


th hunger fainting, and fatigu'd with toil, 


Bea E 3 And 


heir uſeleſs ſails, and breaks the ſtubborn maſts. 


nd fpread abroad their ſuppliant hands in vain, 


\ll hopleſs, heartleſs with ſurrounding woes; 


oudiclign the veſſel to the waves, and winds, -*- © - 
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(54 ) 


Ang, wait the fury of the waſtful ſtorm. 
Mean time no proſpect dawns of future 30A 
But dire deſpair preſents a diſmal ſcene BY 
. Ofendleſs wants, and aggravated woes. 

All black ſhe riſes on their penſive ſouls, I 

And throws a mournful ſadneſs o'er the night, 

Now prompts th' impatient wretch to wiſh that 

fate 

Would end at once - his ſorrows, ac his life: 

Then back returns the melancholy thought 

Of farmer bliſs, and pleaſures now no more, 
The waving harveſt, and the plenteous meal, 

Or Gallia's vintage, _s the purple grape, 

Burſting with fragrant juice, in vain deſcribes ; 
And chryſtal waters, gently. murm ring, pours 


- Before the Shirky foul; ſo death aſcends 
Wick | 


088.9. e 

With heighten d horrors thro the tr & 11 LS 

joy, And rides triumphant o'er the roaring g ſurge ; | 
While lee a2 broking. theo the 


gloom, 


Purples the clouds, and dawns upon the deep. 
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OW, ſtripp'd of all it's vexd'rous 
pride, the year | An 
— decays, while, on the nor- An 
chern blaſt, Th 


Bleak "on ie and all deform the world. IWi 
No 
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(37) 


brow, 
And chears the wakeful foul; no ſpicy ales 
Breath fragrant odours Oer the flow ry field, 
And murmur muſick thro the waving grove: 
No lonely Philomela tunes her voice, 
And fings melodious in the ſecret ſhade : 
No more the lovers feek their gladſom walks, 
But look, and ſhudder at the varied ſcene 3 
For, all around, fad winter chills the air, 


* * 


And hills, and plains preſent one dreary waſt. 


Now from the wat 'ry vale gray miſts aſcend, 


or· nid the foggy cloud the ſtars are loſt, 
The proſpects vaniſh, and a formleſs blank, 
Mie wf Hpteadit g, veils the whole creation round: 


The 


No more ſoft pleaſure ſmooths the night s dark 


And roll, and thicken to the neigb'ring skies 3 | 


(38) 
The wand ring wretch, uncertain of his road, 
In terrour walks, and, all his caution vain, 


a With ſudden ruin ſinks affrighted down, IA 
And in the ſilent water dies: then boiſt rou O 
29 gales HE 1 FI 


| Burſt from their latent caves, and clear the air, IIn 
: | Before the ſtorm the length'ning vapour flies, III 
Wil And all the roughen'd currents fiercely rave. 

But e er the midnight's gloom it's rage declines, I Be 
And all the waves are ſtill; when freezing faſt JT! 
tue barden d earth is cruſted o er with ide, fr. 


d ſetter d ev'ry ſtream, while hoary froſts, IIb 
„ ing, filver o er the dusky green, In 


I And coach wih gelid down the nodding trees, l 
ende broad Gun'aGends the wint ry & fu 
Aud by degreesdiflolves the jrogen dew. Ib 
ST | Again 


Jus 


( 59 ) 


Again the night returns, and eaſtern winds, 
Deep-ſounding, roll the pond'rous clouds along, 


And furious drive an intermingled ſhowr 


Of hail, and ſnow, and rain tempeſtuous down; 

Freezing it falls, and, from the ſtiffen'd boughs, 

In icy drops, and pendent chryſtal, hangs, . * / 

The earth's dark ' realms are glaz'd, and hills, 
and plains, 

Beneath the driving miſt, are "_ bot: 

Then, all o er labour d on ſome craggy — 

projecting dreadful o'er the raging deep, - 

The darkſom pilgrim clings to ey ry ſhrub, 8 


And hears amaz d the billows break below, 


With ceaſeleſs fury on it 8 trembling baſe: N 
\t length up- torn, before the vengful blaſt, 


The rock s rough brow gives way, and, fratur' d 


wide, With 


( 60 ) 
With huge deſtruction tumbles from on high, 
| And plunges fiercely in the foaming brine 
_ Cruſh'd in the fall the luckleſs wretch expires, 
And on his mangled limbs the ſcaly monſters 
— | un 
Mean time, lou d-roaring from the heights a- 


The guſhing torrents force their downward way, 
And in a gen ral deluge drive along; 

Now with a circling fweep in eddies foam, 
And wheel, and bellow by the rocky ſhores; 
Then, madly furious, o'er the bending cliff, 
With all their mingled load of floating trees, 


And ruin'd cotts, precipitate their rage, 


; And, in a burſt of muddy Waters, plunge 
Amid che whirlings of the giddy waves. 


Thus 


us 


( 61 ) 


Fhus where, athwart a ridge of broken rocks, 
The rapid, ſea-wide Niagara falls, | 
With head-long haſte it hurries down the ſteep, 
As from a mountain's brow, and, raving loud, 
For ever thunders in the depths below; 

A riſing miſt hangs o'er the frothy gulph, 
And horrid whirlpools rage along the ſhore, 


All white with boiling foam for many a league. 4 


Now all the burthen'd clouds their fleecy 
load 


Diſcharge ; the foreſt bends beneath the weight, 


And all the plains in riſing drifts are loſt : 
The whit'ning hills gleam faintly to the Kies, | 


And, floating ſilent thro' the lightſom meads, 5 


The widening torrent ſlowly rolls along. 
Eas d of their fright at laſt the the dusky clouds 


Unveil 


(0 82) 
Unveil che heav ns, and free the lab ' ring air: Ne 
The waning moon appears with feeble ray; 
h 
df 


And oer the wint'ry waſt remotely ſhines. 
This is the time for ſuch whoſe active ſouls 
Explore the twinkling glories of the Sky J 


This is the time for ſuch t aſcend in thought, or 
And travel o'er the vaſt immenſe; to chaſe nc 
The fwifteſt meteors with an equal wing, | ſhe 
And meaſure out the comet's vengeful blaze; Ire 
T” examine all the wand ' ring ſtars that roll nc 
Around the fin, the fountain of their beams! IB 


To ken ev'n their attendant orbs, and watch er 


Their various motions, and their changing rays; lor 
To fall this” ſeas of fluid light, and ſearch fer 
The crouded ſplendours of the milky way; And 
To tow r yet upwards, and be loſt amid | 
, | New 


(63) 


ew ſtars, and funs, and worlds, as yet ur- 


known, - ir By 
pow r 
hat fall the boundleſs ſpace, and prove the 


f an Almighty hand, thro” all the heav'nly 


frame : 
or then ſerenely pure the air's refin'd, 
nd gives the ſmalleſt ſpark it's turn to ſhine 3, / 
ſhen, doubly fulgent, all the ſtarry globes - + 
xert their radiance o'er the heav'nly blue, 
ind all the wide expanſion flames with light.- 
But, where the huge metropolis extends 
er cloudy skirts, and reſtleſs mortals toi! 
ys; Nor wealth, and honour, be my will#ibode, 
© ſir from the ſnowy field, the icy loud, 
ul all the rigour of the bluſt ring windse 


ew 


ö 7 T9) 
There let me think o'er all the ſcenes of life, Ifo 
And learn mankind ; or, when dark night; 
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Of fun'ral bells, and view the pomp of death 


| Serene, or, with untrembling heart, ſurvey 


1 e aſcends, | . He 
hi i . \* (lpia 

And wreaths black vapours round th' aereal in 
Alone, retir d from all the buſy world, Foy 
Let me attend the melancholy ſound * 


Slow-moving onward to th expecting grave: 
That, when the tyrant bends his dreadful bow 
And chreat ning aims at me his mortal dart, 
I undiſturb d may bow ſubmiſſive down, 
And bleſs the friendly ſtroke: — but frail manſ 
Would vainly boaſt to ſtand his dreaded pow'r, 


The awful proſpect of retreating life. 
" 


( 65 ) 


ff and ſhares the frailties of this earthly mould, 
Jr firmeſt thought with er ry triflevedrs,, 
ea And all her reas'nings turn to eviry gale: 
Fond of content we range the worldhy maze, 
And court the gay deliglits of ev'ry ſcene; + | 
let own the goddeſs flies the eager chace, 

Nor deigns to fix at the imagin d geal 
Now, charm'd with rural joys, ſhe ſeems to roam 


n lonely ſhades, and all concealing night, 
but, e er the vain purſuers Can arrive: 
2he waves her wanton wings, and fleets a- way: 


hence thro the hurry: of the world, ſhertoves 


nd gilds with tranſiemt glance the tempting 


(ſcene; 


vain we follow ſtill the flying good 


Fd 


F Till, 


For, while the ſoul's impriſon d here below, 


ind wiſh; and ſtruggle to poſſeſs her cfm; 


( 66) 


il. 100 ſublime, the fair deceiver four, 

And inthe elouds is ever, ever loſ. 
Now horrid night ariſing ſnadowy glooms 
The northern skies, and; o'er ſad Greenland 's coaſt 

1 For half the year, continual darkneſs ſpreads: 
ö | No friendly dawn the dreary landſcape knows, 
Nor print of human feet, but fable clouds, 
m black bro d volumes, hang for ever round; 
And beaſts of rapine, with inceſſant yell, 
| Haunt che dread circuit of the hideous void. 
Y Mean time dire winter rules the — 
And aides in hir! winds thro the low' ring ek) 
From thecbleak hills fweeps off the drifted ſnow 
And drives his horrors Oer the waſtful plain: 
Then Vs gales ernbroil the furging waves 
And all the mountains of chryſtalline ice, 
RT h | (The 


(6 ) 7 
(The mighty labour of unnumbred years!) 
To furious combat ruſh, and crack, and rage f 
Amid the boiling deep: huge ruins fall, 
ff] As with an earthquake ſhatter d from on high), | 
And, Joudly thund' ring down the rugged ſterp 
„ Cruſh with enormous weight the rocks below: | 
Th' afflicted ſhores reſound, the ocean raves, nA | 
; And all it's monſters tremble at the roar: 
Ev'n whales, immenſly huge, like cluſterd 111 
Float from the din, and, with enormous gate 
„ Wall wing unwieldy, ſtem the wrathful furge, 
And doubly tempeſt the outrageous main | 
Preſs d with their monſt Fous bulk it grbaris 


| 


beneath, PER | 

And vainly Ruggles with ch or — ; | 

\ | While to the clouds they Four the whiten'd d 
Thq wave, 6 Aud | 
| 
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And fifikithe ebbing waters from their ſhore. 
Il! | Hence,..c'er the ſun fulfils his lateſt rounds, 
And wheels his circles on the earth's cold verge, 
The gladionſhips depart to warmer climes; 
While, lone, forſaker or the deſart ſtrand, 

| Some hapleſs ſeaman views with eyes aghaſt, 
|| And.ſtupid horror all the leſo ning ſails ; 
Till gone, for ever gone, the happy fleet 


Ploughs o'er remoter waves: then, all forlorn, 
And frantick with deſpair, he beats his is 
i And vainly mourns his miſerable fate, 

As dowmthe skies, the day- light haſts amain, 
And ſong, long night, and rig rous colds ſuc- 


[i cCeed. | notige 
1 At liſt dire hunger, and the chilling blaſt 
Ii; —— wand: . the fnowy ground, 


And 


Of 


Th 


1 
* 


d 
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And et er kind death can ſeal his cloſing eyes, 


The bears, and wolves (an horrid train) deſcend, 
And join fierce battels o'er the proſtrate wretch, 
and rend, and tear his crackling limbs by turns: 


Till the fad foul, affrighted flies away, 
\nd ſcatter d on the waſt his bones remain 
A dreadful proſpect to returning fleet. 


Now view. the Baltick main oppreſs d with 


heaps 


Beneath the pond'rous load—Hark! from below, 

Th' indignant billows murmur for teleaſe; | 

And heave, and labour with the weight in vain: 

But lo! the night aſcends, and ſouthern 
gales, * 


All gloomy, drive the miſty rains along, 


* And 


1 1 | (ſhore, | 
Of thick-ribb'd'ice, and chain'd, from ſhore, to 


b — 
— 
—— c iow 


44 | 
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(Jo) 


And by degrees diſſolve the mighty frame; 


Theo the dun air behold yon dreadleſs Swedes 


In haſt returning, laden with the ſpoilss 

Of waſted realms, along the dang rous wild; 
Unhappy men! ho fruitleſs all their toil 

And plunder prove? their footing melts amain, 
And, e er they can approach the cloudy coaſt, 
The maſſy ruins, broken all around, 
Like thunder echo d in a thouſand hills, 

Burſt from the ſhore, and, with a dreadful craſh, 


HF! - Divide the rocky fragments o'er the A 


}F Ss 


| wav sz: 
The foaming waves, clas and at large, 


Rave with mad fury round the floating iſles, 


And drive them fiercely to the trembling ſhores; 
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11 Loud ſounds the ſhock, and all the n ring 


lands, | 
Aſﬀtoniſh'd, to their "ow nn ſhake: 
While, ſtruck with horror at the amazing ſcene, 
The frighted wretches {ink deſpairing down, 
And in the vaſt, the loud confuſion dye. 
Mean time the ſons of grandeur crown the 
bowl, 
And laugh, and frolick al * morning's PRE z 
Or, in th expenſive feaſt, and frolick dance, 
Enjoy the ſmiling hours: chen wrapp d in down, 
Sleep the cold length of tardy night away, 
Nor dream the ſorrows which the luckleſs feel, 
Dark- roaming thro the melancholy gloom, 
And beg a ſhelter from the blaſt in vain z bil 
With harden' d hearts the living bar their doors, 
F 4 And 


N 
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| And dibietief: deny+ che ſilent dead 


Are only kind; ſo in the dreary vault, 


And hleſs the friendly ſhade. Ve heav nly * 1 


: 0 heaps of mould'ring bones, they ſeek repoſe, 
| 
| 
| 


| If riches cer muſt-gild'my future days, 
f | And thirſt of more ſhould with my wealth 
WU > increaſe gill „ 06 
| Far, far away the baneful gift remove; 
| | For, when the man who brovded o er his gold, 


|; Andidoliz'd the heap, or, he whoſe foul, 

[ Intent on ſenſual joy, refus'd to give 
[ 0 The ſmalleſt bounty to the wretch in want; 
wen ſuch with dire diſeaſes waſt away, 

Andd death approaching | ſtares em in the face 
What Pang what tortures * hs lab rin 
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And ſhoot their TIED cold * ev ry limb! 
To them the night preſents a diſmal ſlad, 


And guilt, and fear prolong the lazy hours 3 
Then riſing ſpectres with a dreadful glare, 
Tremendous ſtalk amidſt the redd'ning gloom, 


And furious toſs their burning brands on high z . 


Or, round the reſtleſs couch, (a ghaſtly throng !) 
Yell hideous, and with i icy hand pegs 2 uV N 
To bind the ſinner in eternal chains; 

While owls obſcene, portentous ſcream aloud, 
And ev'ry gale, and ev'ry midnight ſound, © © | 
Rings awful as the horrid call of death.” 

$, e' er the morning light, deſpairing heavin, 


And laden with her crimes the ſoul departs, | 4 
And waiting daemons ſeize the guilty freight, 
And howl exulting thro the dusky air. 


5 * wy. 
, But = 
- : 


- 1— — 
3 — — * . . 
rr Ca EEE: ts RO ID 
- - 


Aa 


———— A + _— 
r 


„„ — 
* 
WS i# — "Tr: 


A __ 
— ** 
pay (- * * 1 * - 
4 — > 
” 


l } | 
; Þ X * 8 3 — a 
—_— =. 4 Ih % * 
oY * —— XN 
. * * vi 
4 4 1 o » 
5 3 l 
I a 
3 5 ** IF. a * 4 
U * 1 2 7 + 
>? : "4.4 : . 1 . = 4 5 * _- 
S 21 1 D / * a 1 
2 [ ” : % by + : . 
| 1714 * FE. o * * 
1 ? "©. W mn * 
*. I ) . 7 : $ % 1 
J o ; * * 
, x7 - 
* = : t | 
an ** = * 
* \ , 
4 * e 
# 
1% & — 
o 


| *K But he who groans beneath the rage of fate, 


Crate nat, ag The an it” ret 
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©  Perplex'd with want, and ſtung with daily woes; 
| Yet freely profers, with a lib ral hand, 
To wretched lazars ſuitable relief, 
And ſpends in friendly offices his days; 
If he, (mean tenant of an humble roof, 
N Low- ſeated on a rapid river's brink, _ 
When tardy winter ſhakes his frozen wings 
| Prepar'd to journy thro the skies away, 
| _ Andbluſtrous night hangs horrid in the clouds: 


— 


„ 


If he attentive hears the rains deſcend, 
And the rough torrent, charg'd with roaring ice, 
Down-ruſhing furious to the ocean wave; 
It the loud winds blow ſtormy round his head, 
And the huge billows, burſting o'er their banks, 
Deluge the meads with one reſiſtleſs flood, 
2 And 
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And ſweep his dwelling in their rage away: 
Serenely firm, in all that whirl of death, 


His conſtant ſoul without a murmur leaves 


The ſinking corſe, and tow'rs aloft to heav'n, | 
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